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Strengthening Communities through 

Sustainability 



Smart Growth: 
 

 

National Sustainability:  



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Keystone Principles & 

Criteria for Growth, Investment, and Resource 

Conservation 

State Sustainability:  



PennDOT’s Smart Transportation 

Sustainability:  



County Economic Development Action Plan 

 

 

“The Countywide vision and goals for 

sustainable economic development are 

consistent with Pennsylvania’s Keystone 

Principles for growth, investment and 

resource conservation.“ 

Local Sustainability 



Sustainable Land Use 

“...the earth belongs to 

each generation during its 

course,.... But no 

generation can contract 

debts greater than can be 

paid during the course of 

its own existence.” 

 

         -Thomas Jefferson, 1798 

 



What are we doing? 



green•wash 

(grēn'wŏsh') 

Used to describe the act of 

misleading consumers 

regarding the 

environmental practices of 

a company or the 

environmental benefits of 

a product or service. 

Initiative Misdirection 



COMMUNITY 

ENERGY ECONOMY 

ENVIRONMENT 

Initiative Direction 



Economic Strength through Energy Practices 

Exporting money for 

fuel... Does not help our 

local economy 

Creating local jobs 

and local energy 



Economic Strength through Environmental Protection  

Environmental Restoration –allow currently manicured areas to revert 

back to natural conditions, thereby minimizing maintenance costs while 

creating riparian buffers. 



Environmental Conservation - practices that save energy and money by 

conserving undeveloped lands.  

 

Economic Strength through Community initiatives  



Community Planning ?? 

  

stop 

subsidizing 

sprawl! 



Cost of Sprawl Development  



Green Verses Smart 



 

 

 
 

Sustainability - Borrowing from the Past 

Economy, Energy, Environment, Community: 

Brick Paving 



 New Paving machine; brings labor price of brick 

paving down from $.90/square foot to $.15/square 

foot.  

 

Sustainability – Improving on the Past 

http://inhabitat.com/amazing-brick-machine-rolls-out-roads-like-carpet/new-1-109/


UTILITY MAINTENANCE  

 

TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

Concerns for using ‘old’ technology 



Solutions to concerns using modern technology 

  

 USE GIS TO IDENTIFY UTILITY REPLACEMENT SCHEDULES, HEAVY 
TRAFFIC AREAS, STORMWATER PROBLEMS AND PREFERRED 
PEDESTRIAN ROUTES TO DEVELOP A PLAN 

  



What makes sense 

Brownfield redevelopment: infill, green building, supports local 

restaurants, on the bus route, short distances to the YMCA, Market, 

City and County offices, existing utilities on site.... 

Sustainable  

Design  

is expensive:  FALSE! 

 



What makes sense 

BUILD LESS  

More is more...to 

maintain, more expensive, 

and more damaging to the 

environment 



 Use permeable surfaces to 

recharge groundwater.  

Think small- property by property 

distribute runoff to maximize infiltration   



Build green—

literally  

What makes sense 

Economy, Energy, Environment, Community: 

Where would you 

rather live? 



Green verses Sustainable 

• COMMERICAL 
DISTRICT 

• PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS 

• YEAR ROUND 
AESTHETICS 

• MAINTENANCE 



Green verses Sustainable 

• YEAR ROUND 
AESTHETICS 

• MAINTENANCE 



Etna Borough ‘Streetscape’ 

• COMMERICAL 
DISTRICT 

• NARROW PEDESTRIAN 
AREAS 



Butler Street Roofs 

Etna Borough Sustainable Streetscape 



BH project: Etna Borough 



2009 GBACPA Design Award 

Using materials on site 

Stormwater BMP’s 

Bike Trail Connection 

Shared Parking 

Native planting 

Naturalized areas 

 

  



Stormwater Best Management Practices 

Pervious pavement 

Susquehanna Water Tank 



Stormwater Best Management Practices 

Pervious pavement 

Smart lighting  

Columbia Water Company 



York City WWTP 

Generating 

electricity from 

byproducts 

 

Harvested waste 

heat for reuse 

 

Reducing 

emissions   



Sustainable Tasks 

Work with municipalities to update zoning and land 

development ordinances to require sustainable 

planning and design. 

 Storm water is a 

resource, not a waste 

product 

 

 Allow mixed use & 

preserve open space, 

thereby minimizing 

sprawl. 



Sustainable Tasks 



Sustainable Tasks 

Educate the adults about sustainability 



Economy 

  Energy 

   Environment 

      Community  

Strengthening Communities through 

Sustainable Design 


